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NATIONAL AIR & SPACE INTELLIGENCE CENTER (NASIC)

Å Located at Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, OH

Å 5h5Ωǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ !ƛǊ ϧ {ǇŀŎŜ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ

Å Produces integrated, predictive air, space and 
specialized intelligence to enable military operations, 
force modernization and policymaking.

Å NASIC is a global intelligence enterprise which fulfills 
the needs of today's and tomorrow's warfighter, aids in 
shaping national and defense policy and guides the 
development of future weapons systems. 

Å NASIC products and services play a key role in ensuring 
that United States forces avoid technological surprise 
and can counter existing and evolving foreign air and 
space threats.



NASIC HISTORY

Å 1917 Army Signal Corps Engineering Department 
establishes Foreign Data Section at McCook Field 
also in Dayton. Evaluates foreign scientific and 
aircraft information.

Å CǊƻƳ 5ŜŎΦ мфпн !ǊƳȅ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΩǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ŀǘŀ [ŀō 
executes scientific and technical mission.

Å 1943 Captured German and Japanese aircraft arrive 
for technical exploitation

Å Operation Paperclip (1945-1959) brings German 
scientists to Wright Field to enhance U.S. 
aeronautical expertise.

Å By end of 1947 Wright Field personnel processed 
over 1,500 tons of documents adding to U.S. 
aviation knowledge and expertise in other scientific 
fields.

Å April 21, 1951 Air Technical Intelligence Center 
(ATIC) established. Provides information on 
performance of Russian aircraft such as MiG-15 in 
Korean War.

Å мфрлΩǎ ǎŜŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 
and on spacecraft analysis after 1957 Sputnik 
launch.

Å 1959 ATIC begins studying Chinese missile and 
space vehicles.

Å July 1961-Air Force establishes Foreign Technology 
Division (FTD)



NASIC HISTORY

Å FTD automates photo analysis process facilitating 
ability to provide information on foreign 
aerodynamic, ballistic missile, and space vehicle 
systems in 1963.

Å Oct. 1, 1993 becomes National Air Intelligence 
Center 

Å February 2003-becomes National Air & Space 
Intelligence Center (NASIC)

Å Various organizational changes and physical facility 
enhancements since then.

Å Global personnel of over 3,200 military, civilian, 
reserve, Air National Guard, and contract personnel.

Å NASIC also oversees Civilian Aircraft Intelligence 
Analysis Center at BollingAFB, Washington, DC

Å 50 USC 3001 et. seq.

Å Mission Categories include the following:



NASIC MISSION CATEGORIES

Å Air & Counterair: Assess the capabilities of foreign 
aircraft, air-launched weapons, unmanned aerial 
vehicles and the likelihood of their employment 
against US forces. Fuse IC air defense component 
analysis to produce a macro-level assessment of a 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ !ƛǊ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όL!5{ύΦ

Å Ballistic Missiles: Assess land-based foreign ballistic 
missile systems with a range of 1000 km and greater, 
their subsystems, operational capabilities, 
effectiveness, proliferation, and technology transfer.

Å C4ISR: Assess the characteristics, capabilities, 
limitations, and vulnerabilities of foreign air and 
space Command, Control, Communications, 
Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance infrastructure, networks, systems 
and processes.

ÅCyberspace: Assess foreign cyberspace system 
and network capabilities impacting air and space 
force employment. Determine computer network 
threats to USAF systems and operations

ÅDisruptive Technologies: Assess emerging 
technologies that could potentially be used in an 
air, space, and/or cyberspace warfighting capacity 
against the US.

ÅIntegrated Assessments: Assess foreign integrated 
warfighting capabilities, force structure, 
operational art and intent across the air, space 
and cyberspace domains, for both current and 
future forces. NASIC brings together the senior 
personnel, systems and concepts of operations to 
form a complete picture of adversary air and 
space capabilities.



NASIC MISSION CATEGORIES

Å National Tasking, Processing, Exploitation and 
Dissemination Node: Process and analyze 
multiple intelligence data sources (signals, imagery, 
measurement and signature, open source, 
advanced geospatial, human and foreign materiel 
exploitation) on behalf of internal analytic 
requirements as well as part of broader IC 
responsibilities. Provide unique and innovative 
exploitation capabilities directly to operational 
customers and throughout the IC.

Å Colonel Parker Wright NASIC Commander

Å NASIC annual budget is $2.1billion.















VIDEO OF NORTH KOREAN BALLISTIC MISSILE LAUNCH




